Town of Red Hook
Tree Preservation Commission

Minutes: March 17, 2015

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Karen Cadorette, Eleanor Friery, Brenda Cagle Town Council
Liaison and Linda Keeling, secretary

Absent: Marcy Appell (still ill after brain surgery)
Guest: Drs. George (Hop) and Cathy Michael; Doug Traudt (4:43 pm)
Location: Red Hook Town Hall

Purpose: Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at
the Town Hall.

Call to Order:

Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 4:31 pm. She handed out an agenda:
Minutes: There was a quorum.

There were some corrections to the minutes of January 20", 2015.

1. Grant: add in and reimbursement. The name is Debra Gorka.

2. Tree City: Change spelling to Profous, eliminate and, add regarding the growth award.

3. ReLeaf Meeting: add Michele Greig of GreenPlan, changed “complied” to “compiled”.” There are
three forested areas and we are still wondering what our goals should be”.

4. General Plan: Add Jefferson Rd.

Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to accept the January 20™ minutes as amended, Karen Cadorette
seconded, all agreed.

Note: There was no meeting in February.

Chairman Guski would like the meetings to be moved back to the old 7 pm time slot as there is more day
light now. All agreed.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Introduction of Prospective New Members: Chairman Nancy Guski welcomed the three new
prospective members: Dr. Cathy Michael, Dr. George (Hop) Michael and Doug Traudt. They each gave a
little background related to their interest in the Tree Commission. Cathy Michael is a member of the local
Garden Club, has attended Cornell sponsored meetings and generally has an interest in promoting trees in
Red Hook. Hop Michael explained his interest in fruit trees and attending Cornell classes on tree
trimming. They both care for the St. John’s Cemetery and birders. He has noticed trees on Rockefeller
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Lane that need trimming which he would like to do and he would be willing to train others in the proper
technique. Doug explained his interest in promoting trees as they relate to the bald eagle which he has had
a long time involvement with them over the years. He would be willing to give a presentation to the
public. Commission members were very pleased to have them as new members.

Chairman Guski mentioned that the Town Board will be changing the number of members from 5 to 7.
This will allow the group to spread out the workload.

2. Arbor Day and Spring Planting: Eleanor Friery will continue her annual educational program with
the Mill Road school children two weeks before and one week after Arbor Day. The judging of the poster
contest will be Monday, April 20" at her house at noon for lunch.

Chairman Guski indicated that the celebration will be Saturday. April 25" It will be simple with free
seedlings, general tree information, tree stuff and raffle as a means of reaching out to the community.
Lunch will be at the town hall for the volunteers. 8-10 trees will be planted and not ordered as yet. She
met with Karen Cadorette to consider sites. Schichtels’ 8 bare root trees will be about $600. Reminder:
we must call DIG before excavating for tree holes.

Eleanor Friery explained the letter that went out to Mill Rd. elementary and the poster contest and the
overall educational programs for the benefit of the guests. She orders about 30 free native wild shrub trees
for which she uses about 10.

Eleanor Friery will bring her tent. The winning posters will be displayed at the town hall. Linda Keeling
will bring her two tables and the packaged seedlings, some potted plants and send out a Press Release.

3. Grant Update: This was a two year grant. We planted 42 trees. 700 trees were inventoried and
planting sites noted. We got the final check for $7,621.

Commemorative trees were planted for: Bill Lewis, Cecil Moore, Marcy Appell, Molinaro family, George
Hildenbrand, Johanna Moore, Trezza family and Paul Fredricks. Linda Keeling reminded of her interest in
getting a tree for Mary Cioffi. Chairman Guski will contact the family to see if they will be available for a
dedication.

The next planting will be within a development, possibly Trow Blvd and Jefferson Rd. (off Rokeby
behind the theater). They will be in the right-of-way which is 15 ft. from the edge of the road but some
may fall within the BROW.

4. Forestry Management Plan (FMP): The adoption of this draft document will be addressed by the
Town Board at their April 14 meeting along with the increase in membership.

5. Volunteer Recognition Night: All are invited. It starts at 6:30 pm. on March 25", There will be food
served buffet style and music.

6. Tree City Celebration: This event is at the Albany Hilton on Thursday, March 26™ from 9:30 am —
2:30 pm. Cathy and Hop Michael volunteered to attend this luncheon / workshop meeting. It is a chance
for them to meet others from the area interested in trees and an opportunity to collect information for our
Arbor Day celebration. We should qualify for a growth award.

7. Tree Workshop: The title of this free workshop is “Integrating Downtown Revitalization & Complete
Streets Planning Using Street Trees, Porous Pavement and Structural Soils” on March 19" from 9:00 am —
3:00 pm at the Nyack Library 59 S. Broadway, Nyack, NY. No one volunteered to go as it was only two
days away.
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8. Invasive Species in the Hudson Valley: This talk is at the Cary Institute of Ecosystems Studies on
March 21, 2015 from 9:00 am until noon. No one could schedule it. The FMP, p. 10, addresses this topic.
The NY Times had a March 11 article on “The Chickadees Guide to Gardening”. Many trees are being
stressed by climate change.

9. ReLeaf Group: Photographic submissions for the Trees of the Hudson Valley Calendar are due April
I**. Contact forester George Profous at gvprofou@gw.dec.state.ny.us . Advertising money is being sought.
Each municipality will get a calendar.

10. D.E.C. Excellence Award application: This is due April 10, 2015. Chairman Guski felt the only
area we might qualify for is the innovative education and training programs. Linda Keeling took the form
and will try to fill it out if time allows.

11. 2015 Budget: The town board granted us $1,525.

12. New Stationery Design: Chairman Guski explained that our old stationery is not representative of the
members on this Commission. She would like to have a new design with the Baxter tree.

Motion: Karen Cadorette motioned for the Chairman to seek out a new design and printing of a letter
head, Eleanor Friery seconded, all agreed.

13. Hoffman Property Development: Chairman Guski always contacts Nina Bassuk of Cornell
regarding urban horticulture. Nancy Guski wrote a letter to the Planning Board regarding the tree
selections for this project based on the Commission’s review. Everyone thought it was a well constructed
letter with comments based on facts.

12. Connectivity Project: Cornell University is using the Red Hook habitat and land use plan as a model
for decision making. They met from September to December. The booklet is translatable to other
communities. Laura Heady of D.E.C. will make a presentation to the Tree Commission, CAC, etc.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Spring Lake Road: Brenda Cagle related that Larry Thetford of Spring Lake Rd. noted that Central
Hudson wants to move the telephone poles closer to the road. The neighbors object and there is a question
of easements. Pete McFarland, CH arborist, noted that 30-40 trees will come down. Presently the trees
provide a nice barrier between the houses and the road. Cutting this amount will open up the viewshed
and possibly cause motorists to increase their speed. No action was taken by the Commission.

Adjournment:

Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to adjourn the meeting, Karen Cadorette seconded and all agreed.
Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 6:07 pm.
Next Meeting: We will meet on Tuesday, April 21, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary
APPROVED 4-21-15
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