Town of Red Hook
Tree Preservation Commission

Minutes: May 19, 2015

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Eleanor Friery, Doug Traudt, Drs. George (Hop) and Cathy
Michael, Brenda Cagle Town Council Liaison (7:10 pm) and Linda Keeling, secretary

Absent: Karen Cadorette

Guest: None
Location: Red Hook Town Hall

Purpose: Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at
the Town Hall.

Call to Order:
Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. She handed out an agenda:
Minutes: There was a quorum.

There were some minor corrections to the minutes of April 21, 2015, Eleanor Friery noted p. 2 “past”
should be “passed” and Cathy Michael noted to eliminate the “s” on Michael.

Cathy Michael commented that she loves reading the minutes especially with all the details.

The Chronicle had the pictures of the poster winners. Chairman Guski, working with the school, had to
confirm that the children’s names could be published.

Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to accept the March 17" minutes as amended, Doug Traudt
seconded, all agreed.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hofmann Property: Chairman Nancy Guski offered the project plans to the group. Hop Michael said
he reviewed them as he is on the Hamlet Committee. All were impressed with the selection, amount and
variety of trees to be planted. The town hall hallway bulletin board contains pictures of the group’s
activities.

2. Arbor Day Sat. April 25, 2015, 10 — 2 pm The trees were delivered late. Hop Michael and Doug
Traudt waited from 11:30 am — 3:00 pm, a variable out of our control, as the driver took the wrong road.
Linda Keeling had to make a special trip to Millbrook to pick up the seedlings as it takes most of the day
to organize and label them. All but 10 seedlings were left and 4 potted plants received donations. 70
seedlings were given away and we took in $154 that day which more than covered the expense. Linda felt
that not having the competition from the farmer’s market helped to focus attention on what we had to
offer. She said many people said the seedling they planted from years past is growing and flourishing.
Chairman Guski thanked everyone for taking the time for pitching in.
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The planting went well. Michelle Decker again volunteered to dig 19 holes for both the Village and Town
this year. Chairman Guski estimated that 635 people were involved in the activities including Cobleskill.
As usual the luncheon for volunteers was terrific. Many thanks to our helpers: Sue McCann, Nancy
Roberts and Jeanne Duntz.

3. Mill Rd. Outreach Program Report: Eleanor Friery presented and distributed a written report. She
said about 500 children participated in the poster contest again at Mill Rd. Elementary School. The
winning 19 posters were displayed at the town hall and returned to the children. Eleanor taught 15 classes
of first and third graders. Everyone received a tree cookie necklace made by Nancy Guski. Eleanor Friery
made card stock decorations using a die cutter, too, with the motto “Be a friend to trees”. The cutter was
$35 but it will do 1000 cuts. Seedlings came from the Saratoga Tree Nursery with some left over. Due to
the drought, some of the south-facing seedlings aren’t doing well. She will replace 4 with some toringo
crabapple that she had.

Nancy Guski and Eleanor Friery will do the BioBlitz on the 4™ or 5" of June whereby 20 minute lessons
are taught on identifying trees. Heavy weeding is needed on the perimeter of the Nature Trail. Eleanor
talked with Steve Hart and it is alright to get a crew of volunteers in to weed. Trees will be tagged with
bright colored ribbon so as to identify the seedlings in the chicken wire. Doug Traudt volunteered to help
9:00 am Friday morning at Mill Rd. Rockefeller K-2 side. Helpers will need to stop at the front office to
get an ID.

Eleanor Friery attached an itemized account of her expenses which were $261.77. Chairman Guski
complemented and thanked Eleanor for all her hard work in building up this educational program. Doug
Traudt said the kids now are way ahead as he doesn’t remember being taught dendrology. Eleanor said in
order for the first grade to plant a tree the teacher must read 4 tree books to their class. Brenda Cagle said
she watched part of the BioBlitz class on You Tube on the internet.

Chairman Guski noted her first grade grandchild, Jackson Huber, was proud to receive his tree book as a
poster contest winner. He said, “I’m famous!” after he had his picture taken. Eleanor added the kids are
always so excited to win. Some of the fifth grade drawings were so well done that it was difficult to select
a winner.

4. Commemorative Tree Dedication on Saturday 11:00 pm: The Commemorative planting at Town
Hall for Mary Cioffi will be Sat. at 11 pm near the Highway Garage near the tree planted for George
Hildebrandt. Supervisor Sue Crane will say a few words. Steven (son) and John (husband), visiting from
North Carolina, will be in attendance. Coffee and snacks will be served. Chairman Nancy Guski has
secured a plaque.

5. The 23 Annual ReLeaf Conference, Syracuse, July 162: There is money for one person to attend.
No one volunteered due to the busy summer activities.

6. Taking Root Article: Chairman Nancy Guski thanked Brenda Cagle for the submitted article about
our Tree Commission. It’s an online blog. Nancy sent a few pictures and there will be a part 2 coming.
Nancy will print it out and put it on the bulletin board. Brenda thought the Tree Commission did a
wonderful job in reviewing the Hofmann property as most municipality tree groups are not doing that.

7. Tree Maintenance: Hop and Cathy Michael pruned dead branches, weeded, watered and re-mulched
the Red Park trees. They look much better. Chairman Guski emailed Jen Melitski as our contact for the
staff at the Rec Pool where three elm trees were planted. The park staff helps maintain the parking lot and
snack area. Nancy would like to see them have a schedule.
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The 4 vibernum bushes on the north side are doing well but the 2 on the south and an elm may not survive
as it lost a center leader in a storm. An identified yellow wood was planted. It needs trimming as it has a
tight crotch according to Brenda who mentioned one was lost at the Red Hook Library. One was planted
at the cleaners and a branch was lost during a storm.

Hop Michael mentioned that sour wood never thrives here because it is at the edge of the growing area.
Nancy would like to take a walk through the park and have Hop trim them along the way. He will bring a
lopper to address the crabapples.

Linda Keeling wanted to know if we have a map of the trees in the Rec Park. Chairman Guski said she
doesn’t have a recent map but referred to the “Forestry Management Plan” whereby she updated it by
putting in a list of the trees planted and their location but not their planting spot. We’ve planted a lot of
trees at the Rec Park but she is concerned about the health of the white oak planted for the Molinaro
Family. Brenda Cagle inquired as to the health of white spruces along the trail. Nancy replied they are
doing fine. One of the blue spruces that were transplanted didn’t make it.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Public Presentations Ideas:

(a) Doug Traudt: eagles, video, banding birds and blood work

(b) Hop and Cathy Michael (official members): suggested Dave Grover, a retired Hyde Park science
teacher that lives in Red Hook and a serious birder.

Brenda Cagle noted that Cathy and Hop are official and they will receive a letter from the Town Board
soon.

2. Rockefeller Lane Tree Trimming: Hop Michael noted that maples can be trimmed in June without
harm to the tree. The others he will do in the fall.

3. Arbor Day Foundation Letter: Brenda Cagle mentioned receiving a letter congratulating the
Commission from Tree City.

4. Habitat Connectivity NERR May 27%: Brenda Cagle mentioned the upcoming Habitat Connectivity
workshop if anyone was interested in attending. It is at 7:45 pm for one hour at town hall. It will focus on
protecting habitat.

Adjournment: Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Cathy Michael seconded
and all agreed.

Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 8:05 pm.

Next Meeting: We will meet on Tuesday, June 23, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary
APPROVED August 18, 2015



