Town of Red Hook
Tree Preservation Commission

Minutes: August 18, 2015

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Eleanor Friery (7:14), Doug Traudt, Drs. George (Hop) and
Cathy Michael, and Linda Keeling, secretary

Absent: Karen Cadorette and Brenda Cagle Town Council Liaison

Guest: None
Location: Red Hook Town Hall

Purpose: Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at
the Town Hall. There was NO meeting held in June and July.

Call to Order:

Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. She handed out an agenda, 2016
Budget and a 3 page technical fact sheet on Glyphosate.

Chairman Guski arranged for a few members and herself to do a walk through at the Rec Park to access
trees. Nancy, Hop Michael and Cathy Michael will meet Friday at 8 am.

Minutes: There was a quorum.

There were some minor corrections to the minutes of May 19, 2015:

p. 2 Item #3, ph. 2: Change “herself” to “Eleanor Friery”

p. 2 bottom Item 7: add 3 elms by the pool were watered and mulched by the Michaels.

Motion: Cathy Michael motioned to accept the May 19th minutes as amended, Doug Traudt seconded,
all agreed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Rosemarie Zengen’s passing:

The Tree Commission’s members wish to extend their sincere condolences to the Zengen
family members. Rosemarie was a positive force who worked hard for the Tree
Commission, especially organizing special events by adding a vibrant color to the
Committee. We all appreciated the hard work she did in freely promoting the
Commission in her newly started almanac pamphlet: “Red Hook Farmer’s Quarterly”.

1. Hardscrabble Day, Saturday, September 19": The Commission’s table display and plants will be

located in the Village behind the fence at Baright’s brick building. There will be a raffle (Nancy Guski),

trees for a donation and tables (Linda Keeling), tree ID game and tent (Eleanor Friery) and eagle video
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(Doug Traudt). Linda will contact the Hardscrabble Committee to secure our location along with the Old
Dutch Village Garden Club who will join us with their own information table.

2. Budget for 2016: The Commission has $1500 in their budget. In addition, we have $299.62 in
donations. Members looked over the line items and felt it covered our needs.

3. Fall Planting and Pruning: Chairman Nancy Guski surveyed the trees planted and noted that the
commemorative crabapple tree for Mary Cioffi is not doing well and may need to be replaced. Also, the
second replacement dogwood for Dog Warden Cecil Moore is not doing well. It was felt it would do
better on the edge of a forest. It’s been a very stressful season with the draught conditions and high
temperatures. There might be a tree available for St. John’s Cemetery. There are concerns for the
general health of sugar maples in regards to climate change. The red maples are surviving. The swamp
white oak will eventually be gorgeous. The red oaks are doing well. Hop Michael questioned if it is a
black oak which can be determined from the acorns, bark and leaves. A couple of trees are needed at
Jefferson Rd. to finish it off. The prunus accolade is a cherry tree. Two were planted just north of the
Village Diner. Tree Commission fall plantings will be done at the end of October.

4. Glyphosate (Roundup) Drift: Chairman Guski brought the issue of Glyphosate (Roundup) drift
when farmers are treating their crops. This issue was brought to the attention of Chairman Guski through
Alice Meyers (located on Rokeby Rd. near the Frank Vosburgh farm). Chairman Guski and Brenda
Cagle did a site inspection of their trees. Nancy took pictures of the trees and sent them to DEC. Alice’s
daughter contacted D.E.C. (Carlene Darcy) regarding licensed operators. Dutchess County Legislators
Micki Strawinski and Joel Tyner have addressed the issue in former years by introducing legislation but
it was denied as it was felt it was an extra burden for the applicator to notify neighbors. Chairman
Guski contacted Supervisor Crane and Laurie Husted of the Town CAC about the issue and mailed
information to DEC Forester George Profus requesting he give a response to Alice’s daughter.
Chairman Guski had a copy of George Profus’ letter response to Alice Meyers and her continued written
concerns which she read to the group. Chairman Guski noted that some countries have banned Roundup
(owned and distributed by Monsanto) and compared it to DDT which at one time was also legal. She
would like to present this issue to the Agriculture and Open Space Committee. Doug Traudt suggested
contacting Cary Arboretum, too.

The fact sheet listed some health affects: congestion of the lungs, increased breathing rate, kidney
damage, reproductive effects and the possibility of cancer is unknown to date. Roundup will stay in the
soil types and its half-life is about 60 days. Residues can be found the following year. Spray drift can
accidentally enter water ways. It is not expected to bio-concentrate in aquatic organisms. Levels are
acceptable for fish after 14 days. Workers and home gardeners may be exposed to Roundup by
inhalation, dermal contact, clean up, disposal and by touching plants and soil.

5. Red Hook Trail: Chairman Guski talked to Brenda Cagle and a map of the proposed trail will be
posted in the community at various locations.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. New Member: Hop Michael suggested Dave Grover. He seemed interested and he will invite him to
our next meeting.

2. Chairman Guski to Retire from Tree Commission: Chairman Guski informed the group that she
will retire in December as she promised her family. Members were saddened to learn of her decision but
understand. She has contributed greatly to the Commission through her diligent work efforts in teaching
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herself and others about the subject matter and spreading the word locally and throughout the state.
Through her leadership, hundreds of trees have been planted during her last 8 years as chairman.

Adjournment:
Motion: Eleanor Friery motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Cathy Michael seconded and all agreed.
Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm.

Next Meeting: We will meet on Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary
APPROVED 9-15-15



