Town of Red Hook
Tree Preservation Commission

Minutes: October 20, 2015

Attendance: Chairperson Nancy Guski, Karen Cadorette, Eleanor Friery, Drs. George (Hop) and Cathy
Michael, Doug Traudt and Linda Keeling, secretary

Absent: Brenda Cagle Town Council Liaison

Guest: Dave Grover (potential new member)
Location: Red Hook Town Hall

Purpose: Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at
the Town Hall.

Call to Order:

Chairperson Nancy Guski called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. She handed out an agenda and
welcomed Dave Grover.

Minutes: There was a quorum. Corrections were as followed:

1. Page 1: Spelling of Holly-tone and u in viburnum
2. Page 2 Item 3: Spelling of “Colleen” Darcy and rewording “deliberately damaged” trees
3. Remove times of arrival for members

Motion: Hop Michael motioned to accept the September 15 minutes as amended, Karen Cadorette
seconded, all agreed.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Hardscrabble Day: Chairman Guski was very pleased with our table for this community event. She
thanked Doug Traudt for all his hard work bringing and setting up his equipment and his all day
explanation of his educational Eagle video. Thanks again to Eleanor Friery for the use of her tent.
About 13 trees were distributed and a total of $60 was received in donations which will go towards
purchasing mulch for our planting day. The Garden Club set up a table near ours and they were able to
reach out to the community with their presence.

2. Fall Work Plan: Trees will be delivered on Wednesday, November 4, 2015. Dan from the nursery
will deliver 70 trees for area participants: Village of Tivoli, Village of Red Hook, Karen Cadorette’s
trees, and the Town of Red Hook Rec Park to the old Village of Red Hook garage on Firehouse Lane.
Fifteen acer rubrum maple trees will go in the West Rec Park.

The Town Hall will receive pruning on the prunus, mulched, tree-tone. The Highway garage will have
the Mary Cioffi tree replaced and the soil amended, along with the other trees (snow drift). The two trees
planted at St. Margaret’s Home for Paul Fredricks and Marcy Appell will receive mulch and tree-tone.
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Volunteers Ted Saad and Ed Guski, Jr. will do the planting of a prunus accolade and a spirea shrub at
173 West Market Street.

At the East Rec Park, the prairie fire will be replaced and two spireas will be installed on the south side
of the concession stand. John Kuhn will take out the one tree (prairie fire). Spirea is a tough bush and
deer resistant. Chairman Guski will tag the trees and apply tree-tone. Hop Michael felt no more pruning
is needed there now. Everything will be done on Wednesday the 4". Four trees will be carried in Doug
Traudt’s truck.

The two teams will meet at 9 am: Team A composed of Cathy and Hop Michael and Dave Grover at
the Town Hall and Highway Garage. Karen Cadorette will deliver the compost and mulch for the trees.
Team B will be Karen Cadorette and one of her employees and Eleanor Friery. John Kuhn said
compost can be stored at the Rec Park. It was noted that mulch bags are $3.22 per bag versus $40 for a
truck load. The bags are easier to handle at one per tree.

There will be a luncheon Sat. Nov. 7" with the Village of Red Hook Tree Committee and the Town of
Red Hook Tree Commission at town hall at around 11:30 am.

Gordon (Gordy) Merghendahl commemorative tree is in decline at the Rec Park. Chairman Guski spoke
with his daughter and explained the situation. This tree will be removed and replanted in the spring
during Arbor Day. His daughter indicated that they admire the tree whenever they pass by it. Plaques
will be installed on the Rec Park sign for Gordy and Bob Bowman.

3. Tree City Application: Chairman Nancy Guski will do this as it is due at the end of December
online. She declared that we will meet in November but not December.

4. Tree Workshop Oct. 24%®, 2:30 pm: Angelo Schembari of Integral will give a class on pruning
techniques and tools to be used. This is in cooperation with the Red Hook Public Library and Village
Hall.

5. Glyphosate Update: Chairman Guski called Carey Arboretum in Millbrook as well as Cornell
Cooperative Extension. She was referred to Joyce and she emailed D.C. Legislator Micki Strawinski
referring to Alice Myers’ tree story. Chairman Guski apologized for not attending the Agriculture and
Open Space Committee meeting. She asked Linda Keeling to remind her about the meeting. It is hoped
to get some general information from various sources to better answer questions from the public and
encourage proper public usage.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. New Member: Dave Grover was instructed to write a letter of interest to the town board. Chairman
Guski gave a brief background on the Tree Commission. We have been in existence for 8 years, do
spring and fall planting, received a $16,000 DEC matching grant for Inventorying and completed our
Forestry Management Plan (FMP) which is on the town’s website.

2. Concerns: Doug Traudt noted that contractors can do a disservice to the trees when clearing
electrical lines as there are nesting sites in those areas, especially along the railroad pathway.

Chairman Guski noted that the local electrical company still needs to do a better job with directional
pruning of trees. Linda Keeling responded that the company hired by the town in the past butchered
some trees by cutting too closely eventually causing tree health decline. They also used very young
inexperienced workers without adherence to personal safety gear and safe methods for using power
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equipment. In the past, Chairman Guski and others attended informational outreach meetings with
Central Hudson to address their poor trimming practices. She continues to provide written comments to
them when their survey is distributed to the public.

Hop Michael would like to trim the oak trees on Rockefeller Lane in November or December. Chairman
Guski will notify Teresa Burke, Highway Superintendent and Norman Greig who planted several trees
along that road.

Chairman Guski remarked that November is her last meeting as chair and everyone should think about
selecting a new chairman. She had high accolades for the member participants over the years which
made her job easier, productive, instructive and enjoyable.

Adjournment:

Motion: Doug Traudt motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Eleanor Friery seconded and all agreed.
Chairman Guski adjourned the meeting at 8:00 pm.

Next Meeting: We will meet on Tuesday, November 24, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary
APPROVED 11/12/15



