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Town of Red Hook 

Tree Preservation Commission 

              Minutes: September 20, 2016 

                    Approved 10/18/16 

                    

Attendance: Chairman Cathy Michael, Eleanor Friery, Doug Traudt, Dave Grover, Karen Cadorette, 
Hop Michael, Cody Hay and Linda Keeling, secretary 

Absent: Town Council Liaison Sarah Imboden  

Guest:  none 

Location: Red Hook Town Hall 

Purpose:  Regular monthly meeting of the Commission is held on the third Tuesday of every month at 
the Town Hall.  

Call to Order:  Chairperson Cathy Michael called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. She handed out an 
agenda.  

Quote of the month:  “Trees indeed have hearts” by Henry David Thoreau 

Minutes:  There was a quorum. Minor corrections to the August 17, 2016 minutes as follows:  

Page 1: Under Memorial Tree for Nancy Guski, misspelling “Coffey’s” to “Cioffi’s”                                          
Page 1: #1 Pruning Updates: line 3: eliminate “by removing a central leader. Nancy Guski was on site to 
look and consult about the plantings.” Line 5: Eliminate:”They will take down a tree in the pool area as 
it was suffering from needle cast disease. Line 7 Change to: “They discussed removal of a dead elm and 
they recommended a blue spruce inside the pool area near Linden Ave.”                                                    
Page 2: Line 1: change “some members” to “Hop and Cathy Michael”. Page 2 #5: Tree Order Line 2: 
change “drought” to “salt”.   Page 2 #6 Town Parking Lot Tree: capitalize “prunus”. 

Motion: Dave Grover motioned to accept the August 17, 2016 minutes with the corrections as amended, 
Hop Michael seconded, all agreed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Tree Order for Upper Red Hook Site and Episcopal Church in Barrytown: Cathy and Hop 
Michael talked with Jim Kiskar regarding the Commission’s initial tree selection. He didn’t recommend 
some due to the salt spray with a 50% decline. Some trees were discussed: 3 Fringes, 3 Maples, Acer 
tatarin, Hawthorn, Acer rubrum, and an Elm for St. John’s Church. Some of the left over silky 
dogwoods from Hardscrabble Day can be planted.  A total of 8 trees will be ordered for $636. Mulch 
and daffodil bulbs will be purchased. Cathy Michael suggested we wait until the bulbs go on sale soon. 
She will check on how much money is left in our budget for this year. Eleanor Friery suggested buying 
the books for next year. Everyone thought that was a good idea. Everyone thought the donated money 
could be used for purchasing the daffodils. 
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Motion: Dave Grover motioned to buy $100 or more worth of daffodils for the Upper Red Hook site, 
Doug Traudt seconded, all agreed. 

2. Hardscrabble Day Plans, Sat. September 17th:   Chairman Cathy Michael reported on the activities 
for the day. She indicated there were some difficulties with the owner of Pickles who was unaware of 
our month long permission granted from the owner, Todd Baright and our continuous use of the site 
over many years. The disagreement was resolved and we were able to put up our tent. The Hardscrabble 
Committee person, Emily Trapp, had Cathy fill out a form describing our table. There seems to be a 
future fee involved which we never had to pay as a non-profit group. The Hardscrabble website was 
only available to the public the week of the event. Although the crowd volume was down this year, we 
were still able to attract adults and children, verbally interact, take information and play the leaf 
identification game. There was $25 in tree donations ($10 from the public and $25 from two members) 
As we didn’t have a raffle basket, two 6 year old potted plants, donated by Linda Keeling, were won by 
Zebedee Parsons (sp?) from Tivoli. He picked up the Cedar and Red osier dogwood from Linda’s house. 
As a result of the low turnout for the raffle, and the competition from other tables, it was decided to only 
do a raffle basket during Arbor Day. In addition, we will expand the Hardscrabble Day table to include 
more games: feely box and matching board. The poster board diagram of “How to mulch a tree” was 
done by Hop Michael. It was simplistic in nature but very valuable as it was viewed by many and can be 
used again during Arbor Day. Cathy Michael thanked Eleanor Friery for the use of her tent and Linda 
Keeling for her tables and seedling preparations.  

3. Town Parking Lot Tree: This site will be planted in the spring as the group wants to see how snow 
is moved and stored on site.  Some discussion focused on planting along Firehouse Productions as there 
is still plenty of street space. Linda Keeling thought there might be an easement there. Chairman Cathy 
Michael will check with Superintendent of Highway, Theresa Burke.  

4. Archives: Chairman Cathy Michael and Linda Keeling still have not met to do this task but will work 
on culling and saving documents in the near future on a rainy day. 

5. Pruning Updates: Hop Michael reported the Greig / Rockefeller Lane oaks will be done in Nov. / 
Dec. A dead elm was taken out at the Rec Park. Karen Cadorette’s hardware will be returned from John 
Kuhn. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Aspinwall Rd. Tree Removals: Eleanor Friery was concerned with the vast amount of trees clear cut 
by Mid Hudson Forest Products over the couple of acres located between the two bridges.  She was 
uncertain if they had gotten permission from the town to do that. She said the Tree Commission was not 
informed about it. The sign indicated that seedlings will be planted.  

She also noted that in Memorial Park all the trees are over mulched. Hop Michael said he would gently 
talk with Brent Kovalchik about taking some of the mulch back off the trunk. 

2.  Upper Red Hook work site:  Al Trezza’s backhoe is being repaired. Hop Michael called Dig Safe, 
NY as this site may involve 5 utilities. He can keep in touch by email and phone call. He needs a ticket 2 
business days before digging and it is good for two weeks. He will need to do this procedure when we  
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actually plant later on. The Traffic Management Center (TMC) inquired as to how many lanes need to 
be closed on Rt. 9. There will be none and orange cones can be used from the highway department. 

3. Memorial Tree for Nancy Guski: Dave Grover inquired if a site and tree has been selected. Cathy 
Michael said Nancy has been hesitant to accept a tree but all agreed she should receive one as she was 
responsible for getting the Commission up and running for the past 8 years. Thoughts centered on 
perhaps a large tree on Firehouse Lane. 

Cathy Michael noted that in general with the harsh draught stricken summer weather flowering 
dogwoods, crabapples and magnolias have been stressed. Karen Cadorette agreed and feels they might 
still be able to come back next year.  

4. October Plantings: Nancy Guski will call Michele Decker to volunteer to dig the holes with her 
equipment as she has done this in previous years.  

 

Adjournment:   

Motion:  Hop Michael motioned to adjourn the meeting, Dave Traudt seconded and all agreed.  

Chairman Cathy Michael adjourned the meeting at 8:00 pm. 

 

Next Meeting: We will meet on Tuesday, October 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Linda J. Keeling, TC Secretary  


