
Town of Red Hook Zoning Review Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

November 14, 2013 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by Susan Simon - Chairperson 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present -  Susan Simon-Chairperson-Zoning Review Committee;    
 Anne Rubin -Conservation Advisory Committee; 
 Steve Cole-Code Enforcement Officer; 
                                    Chuck Simmons – Community Representative;  
 Christopher Klose- Economic Development Committee; 
                                    Brent Kovalchik-Village of Red Hook Trustee 
 
Members Absent –   Sam Phelan-Planning Board; John Douglas-Zoning Board of   
   Appeals 
  
Liaison – Bill O’Neill - Town Board Liaison 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The Minutes of the August 14, 2012, Meeting were reviewed. Steve Cole made a motion to approve the 
minutes as submitted; seconded by Brent Kovalchik.  ALL IN FAVOR.  OPPOSED - None.            
Minutes accepted as submitted. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Susan Simon announced Marcy Appell’s resignation from the Committee.  The Committee 
thanks Marcy for all of her extraordinary services over the years.  A letter of thanks on behalf 
of the Zoning Review Committee will be sent to Marcy and Bill O’Neill offered to have the 
letter read at the next Town Board Meeting. 
 
Fencing 
 
Bill O’Neill reported that a fencing issue has been brought to the Town Board by the Ag. & 
Open Space Committee and there was to be a representative from that Committee at the 
meeting tonight.  No representative was in attendance at this meeting.   
 
Bill updated the Committee that over the summer the Ag. & Open Space Committee passed a 
Resolution asking the Town Board to amend the Zoning Law to specifically define an 
agriculture fence.  The definition specifically states an agriculture fence as “an enclosing  
Structure erected for the purpose of containing, excluding, or harboring animal or plant 
life”.   
 
The Board was also asked to Amend Zoning Code Section §143-28 of the Zoning Code to 
add paragraph D as follows: 
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“D.  In any zoning district all agricultural fences shall be exempt from the requirements of 
Article VII of the Zoning Code:  Site Plan Review and Approval Procedure. 
 
Bill reported that the Ag. & Open Space has proposed that in the Town of Red Hook, we 
exempt agricultural fences from any kind of restrictions for zoning and define it in fences as 
that. 
 
Ann Rubin asked if this definition would hold in zoning areas that are not zoned as 
agriculture so they could be anywhere.  Bill and Chris replied that it would be any zoning 
district in the entire Township. 
 
Steve Cole explained that if a fence went up as defined and is not being used to contain 
livestock and not protective of plant life or crops, then it is an illegal fence. 
 
Brent asked if agricultural fences can be 8ft. around the entire property as the provision reads 
in Article V. Supplementary Regulations – 143-28.  Fences and Walls.   
 
Susan asked Bill and Chris what is the attention of the Ag. Committee with this change 
versus what is already in existence. 
 
Chris Klose reported that the complaint that he has heard is that you are not allowed to build 
without a building permit and pastures are divided with both permanent fencing and 
temporary fencing and the farmers do not want to have to obtain a building permit every time 
they stick a fence into the ground. 
 
Steve reported that this issue all came about due to a problem between 2 neighbors on Spring 
Lake Road.  In the 12 years he has been with the Town there has never been a problem. 
There has never been an issue with farmers putting up fencing.  Famers moving fences 
around is the way that farmers and The Town have always done business and there has never 
been a problem.   
 
Brent explained that the question that is being grappled with is that the wording above states 
in “any zone”, not just the agriculture zone, which is the change and an 8ft. fence.  The 
provisions for non-agricultural are clear, but the definition of non-agricultural fencing is a 
little vague.  Other than that there are no other problems with fencing. 
 
Steve explained that when this was originally discussed he felt that it would be a good idea if 
it is an agriculture parcel and a farmer wants to put up a fence within the setback, then they 
need to apply for a building permit.  If it is an “interior fence” then no permit is required.  If 
it goes to the setback of property line, Steve feels that a building permit be applied for so his 
department can go out and assess the situation and make sure it is not a “spite fence” and that 
it is being used for agricultural purposes, as the definition states - “for the purpose of 
containing, excluding, or harboring animal or plant life”. 
 
The Committee agreed that they are not prepared to make a statement tonight.  The 
Committee will re-visit fencing at the December meeting.   
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Bill O’Neill will invite a representative from the Ag. & Open Space Committee to attend the 
December meeting. Their feeling is that farm fencing should be in the Zoning Law and 
should be exempt. The Zoning Review Committee needs to hear from the Ag. & Open Space  
Committee.  
 
Bill O’Neill commented that members of the Town Board have been heard to speak very 
strongly that there should be some ability of the Town of Red Hook, if anyone is going to put 
up a fence along your property line, that the Zoning Enforcement Officer shall have the say 
of approving said fence. 
 
Permits 
 
Bill O’Neill brought to the Committee Sue Crane’s request that the Zoning Review 
Committee address the issue raised in Linda Keeling’s letter of September, 2013.  The letter 
has to do with the fact that adjacent to her property on Pitcher Lane there was a film crew 
there during the summer and, as a result, there was damage or some interference with her 
private parcel.  Linda feels that the Town should initiate a permitting process for companies 
filming in the Town of Red Hook.  The Board has sent her request to the Zoning Review 
Committee for action. 
 
Steve Cole reported that there was a tire rut in her lawn and she was compensated for it. 
 
Susan asked:  1) if something like this was to be implemented, who would be in charge if 
issuing the permit?    Steve responded that the permit would come from his office. 
 
2)  As far as holding money in escrow, are there any situations where the Town holds money 
in escrow?  Steve responded that that is a Town Board decision. 
 
Steve said he would apply this type of permitting the same as Mass Gathering Permitting, 
which is handled by the Town Board and it is in the Town’s Zoning Law.  A Performance 
Bond has to be put up and a Highway Bond so when trucks are being brought in and out of 
property they do not damage the highway.  Steve added that for the amount of filming that 
we have in Red Hook, the only one that he knows of is the Soprano’s on the Fraleigh Farm 
and there were no issues. 
 
Brent added that there were a couple of shoots in the Village and everything was taken care 
of beforehand. 
 
Steve said that the filming at Gigi’s Market was approximately 4 -5 hours, on the property 
with a box truck, did their filming, and then were gone. 
 
The issues that occurred on this date were resolved.  The Committee agreed that having 
filming crews come into the community has many benefits and if/when a large film crew 
comes into a Town/Village, they are not going to come in and just begin filming.  They are 
going to go to the proper people and ask what is required for them to be there.   
 
The Committee agreed that no action needs to be taken on this issue.   Bill will draft a letter 
from the Supervisor to be sent to Linda Keeling. 
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Signage 
 
Bill reported that a general question has come up with the Intermunicipal Task Force, and 
initiated by Nick Annas from the Zoning Board of Appeals, regarding the signage issue in the 
Town of Red Hook that is in violation of the Town’s Zoning on signage.   
 
Question: Do we have enforcement laws on signage and are they being enforced, can 
  they be, and should they be? 
 
Steve commented that there are laws and they are being enforced.  Steve reported that when 
he is out in the field, he is constantly removing illegal signs.  All of the signs that are popping 
up in Town are illegal.  Sandwich boards are also illegal.  West Side Auto has erected a sign 
on West Market Street that is illegal.  Steve’s Office has asked them three times to remove 
the sign and they have yet to do so. A letter has been mailed to them advising them that if the 
sign is not removed, the issue will be taken to Court.  Also, the issue of West Side Auto 
illegally using the area across from his building as a “parking lot” has been addressed with 
the business and DOT due to the fact that this is in the State’s Right-of-Way.  Steve’s office 
is waiting for a response from DOT. 
 
Steve reported that all signs, even if temporary, require a Permit.  People are not coming in 
and obtaining permits. 
 
 
Susan asked what the Intermunicipal Task Force’s driving force on this?  Is it the 
unsightliness? Why did they bring it up?   
 
Bill replied that it is the unsightliness of them and they want to know if it is illegal that 
people are putting signs up. 
 
Steve informed the Committee that political signs can go up without a permit and 
immediately after the election, they must be removed.   
 
Bill suggested that an article be put in the Red Hook Observer, since people do not know the 
law on this.  Steve Cole requests that the Observer contact him in the paper in order to get the 
correct information.  It was also suggested that information about signage be included on the 
Town and Village websites.  It was suggested that the Economic Development Committee be 
involved so the local businesses know what the laws are. 
 
The Zoning Review Committee recommends the following: 
 
1)  A Notice in the Red Hook Observer from Steve Cole’s Office 
2)  Posting on the Town & Village websites  
3)  Posting Notice in Town & Village Hall 
 
Bus Shelters 
 
Steve Cole received an e-mail from Laurie Husted and Brenda Cagle regarding bus shelters 
being put up at Dunkin Donuts and the intersection of 9G/River Road.  He looked into it and  
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Bus Shelters are not allowed in the Town of Red Hook.   Steve contacted Laurie Husted and  
informed her that the ZRC would be meeting and he would bring this topic to the table.  
Steve said there are quite a few issues about the one on the corner of 9G/River Road.  It is 
planned to go on the Southwest corner on the state Right-of-Way which cannot happen – 
there has to be set backs there.  The area where they want to put it has 2 front yards fronting 
River Road and fronting 9G and it is also in the Hamlet District so there are a lot of issues 
here.  It’s got to have 5ft. setbacks from front and front which would actually put the bus 
shelter down in the woods so 1) they are going to need a use variance because they are not 
allowed in the Town and 2) they are going to need area variances.  They are going to need a 
consent letter from Tiberio to put it on private property – there are a lot of different things 
going on here.   
 
Laurie asked Steve to run this by the Committee tonight to see what the Committee wants to 
do as far as a usage, if the Committee wants to put this into our Zoning Code.  Steve said it 
would probably be a one-shot deal.  Steve does not know why they would want a bus stop on 
9G and Kelly Road at the light – that is an accident waiting to happen. 99% of the people 
who are going to get on the Loop Bus are people coming from the Bard Campus so why 
wouldn’t you want it on the Bard Campus.  Steve asked Chuck if he thought the Bard 
students would use this stop and Chuck said they could pick up the loop bus at the Annandale 
Bus Stop that has been there for 8-10 years now.   
 
Steve said the question is do we want to put this in our Zoning Law so bus shelters can be 
allowed.  This raises a safety issue and if we allow them then there would need to be criteria 
in the Zoning Law.   
 
Brent said the Village was approached and there was no room where they wanted to put them 
without stopping traffic and it would impose a problem at intersections, at Fraleigh Street by 
the Library, which looks good until you are coming out of Fraleigh Street trying to make a 
turn, and in front of the Chamber Booth which is already congested.  If you had a bus parked 
there, even for a couple seconds, people are already delayed by the light and this would cause 
more delay.   
 
Steve mentioned that Theresa Burke, Highway Superintendent, has spoken to him about 
approaching Dunkin Donut.  Steve replied that there is no since in contacting them since it is 
not allowed. 
 
Brent suggested contacting Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development.  
Steve thinks Laurie has been in contact with them.  Brent said they would have previsions for 
bus shelters. 
 
The Committee feels the idea of having bus shelters is a good one and should not be 
dismissed.  The agreement is to direct it back to Lori Husted and Brenda Cagle to do research 
and go back to the drawing board.  Steve will contact Lori Husted.   Brent suggested that they 
contact Mark DeBald and see if he has any information on what other municipalities have 
done and what the DOT has done to accommodate bus shelters. 
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NEXT MEETING - December 12, 2013 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Brent Kovalchik, seconded by Steve Cole –all in favor.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Susan Simon 
 
Susan Simon 
Chairman – Zoning Review Committee 
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